DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

	DATE
	EVENT
	VENUE
	TIME

	Monday 15 March
	Worship Consultation
	Choir Vestry
	7.00 p.m.

	Wednesday 17 March
	‘One against the other…’ (Bashing you – why?)
	Settle Parish Church
	7.30 – 9.00 p.m.

	Wednesday

17 March
	Church Council
	Church Hall
	7.00 p.m.

	Thursday 18 March
	Circuit Meeting
	St John’s
	7.00 p.m.

	Saturday 20 March
	Big Breakfast
	Friends’ Meeting House
	8.30 a.m.

	Wednesday 24 March
	‘We are so rich…’ (Wallowing in Money – for what?)
	Settle Parish Church
	7.30 – 9.00 p.m.


REGULAR MEETINGS

	1st Sunday of month
	Pilgrim Group

Bible study
	Church
	9.30 am

	Mondays

Fortnightly
	House fellowship
	Own homes
	7.30pm

	Tuesdays 
	Coffee Pot

Coffee morning
	Church foyer
	10 am - 12 noon

	Tuesdays
	‘Peak Time’ shoppers service
	Church
	10.45 am – 11am

	1st Thursday of the month
	Thursday Group

Women’s fellowship
	Own homes
	8 pm

	3rd  Saturday
Monthly
	Churches Together

Settle Breakfast
	Friends Meeting House
	8.30 – 9.30 a.m.

	Sundays
	Junior Church
	Church
	10.30 am


Do you have anything which you feel will be of interest to members of St John’s and the Settle Circuit and would like to publicise in ‘Notices’?

If so please contact Christine Eccleston 
St. John’s web site address is www.settle-methodists.org.uk
Settle circuit web site address is www.settlemethodistcircuit.org.uk.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

In the event of an incident such as a fire, stewards carrying yellow torches will advise you of which door or doors to leave the building by.

St. John’s Methodist Church

Minister:  Rev David Briggs

Sunday 14th March 2010 
We extend a warm welcome to everyone to our services and meetings throughout the week. Envelopes are provided in the pew for any visitor wishing to make their offering through Gift Aid.

A pew has been removed for easy access for wheelchair users and there is a loop system to help those with hearing aids.  Switch your hearing aid to ‘T’ to engage it.  The hard of hearing are helped by the microphone system.  Large print hymn books are available on request.  

There is a big red box of toys for very young children to play with during the service.  Young peoples worship is held in the choir vestry during part of the service.

Tea/coffee is served after the Sunday morning service and we hope you will join us.

SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Today

MOTHERING SUNDAY


10.30 a.m.
Family service led by Christina Barrett, Circuit Children’s Worker.


6.30 p.m.
United service at Friends Meeting House.

Tuesday 16th
 10.00 a.m.–12.00: Coffee Pot Tea/Coffee and home-made cakes and scones served in the foyer.
Wednesday 17th
7.00 p.m.
Church Council in the Church Hall
Sunday 21st
10.30 a.m.
Morning service led by Rev David Briggs.

6.30 p.m.
Evening service at Newby

THANK YOU

Helen and Tom Kirby would like to thank our many friends at St John’s for their kind thoughts, prayers and cards during Helen’s hospitalisation.  The doctors and nurses have been very thorough in their investigations and we hope that the treatment will begin soon.

Lost Property

There is a box of lost property in the choir vestry, this has been there for some time. It will be put at the rear of the church for two weeks and  then anything not reclaimed will then be taken to the charity shop or put in the Salvation Army bin. Thanks

ST JOHN’S LENT STUDIES

The St John's Lent study course continues on Tuesday 16th March at 2.30pm in the Choir Vestry following the York Course.
CHURCHES TOGETHER LENT COURSE
This will be led by Revd. Paul Fisher on Wednesdays, 7.30 - 9.0 p.m. at Settle Parish Church.  Everyone welcome.
17th March:
 'One against the other.. '  (Bashing you - why?)
24th March: 
'We are so rich....'  (Wallowing in Money - for what?)

CHURCH COUNCIL

The next meeting of the Church Council will be held on Wednesday 17th March 2010 at 7 p.m. in the Church Hall.

If you have any matter which needs to be referred to this meeting, please send this - in writing or e-mail - to the chairman, Revd. D. Briggs or the secretary, Maurice Walters.

CIRCUIT MEETING
Members of the Circuit Meeting are reminded that the next Circuit Meeting is to be held at Settle, St John's, on 18th March 7.00pm

BIG BREAKFAST
The next SETTLE BIG BREAKFAST will be on Saturday, 20th March at the usual time of 8.30 a.m. in the usual place - The Friends' Meeting House. The speaker will be Jan Michael who will talk about her work as a literary agent and as a published author of fiction and children's fiction.  The cost is £2.50 for full cooked breakfast and the whole session ends at 9.30a.m. 
If you haven't tried it yet, then give it a try. You won't be disappointed.  If you would like to go to this session, please let either Richard Pike or Hilary Holdsworth (822903) know by Thursday, 18th March.
 

GOOD FRIDAY DRAMA
'Journey to the Cross' will be repeated this year.  We still need 2 more actors (speaking parts) and some more disciples (silent parts - male or female).  If you would be willing to take part, please speak to Wendy Holt
Dear Friends,

Some of the last words of Jesus from the cross institute a commissioning and an adoption.  He commissions his mother Mary to adopt John as her son, and vice versa John to adopt Mary as his mother.  This could be a mechanism to protect her and to ensure her welfare, but I think it is an institution of a wider command that we should all adopt one another as family.

Today is Mothering Sunday, and quite naturally we think about and remember our mothers, courtesy of some very persistent and clever marketing over the years from greetings card companies.  I don’t object to this, it is right and good that we remember mothers.  There are several tales told of why we celebrate Mothering Sunday.  In some cases it refers to the remembering of the Mother Church, when those missionary monks who were sent out from the Minister Churches in Medieval England would return to their roots to celebrate together with other returning monks.  There is a tradition going back to neolithic times but also in Roman times when this was the day to honour the mother goddess Cybele. Another story concerns the domestic servants who were granted one Sunday off in a year to return to visit their families.  Whatever the reality of the origin, mothers feature predominantly.

We celebrate our mothers today and it is right to thank them and to show them that we love them, and that can and is done in a variety of ways, whichever is right for you.  However, following the command from Jesus, perhaps we should celebrate and respect our mothers in the church, those around us, those whom we share as the family of the first apostles, but mainly the family of Jesus.

I often smile when, after I have conducted a marriage ceremony I recall the bride looking at me as she repeats the marriage vows, and although I try to remind them that they are marrying their husbands and not me, they still look at me.  I think I must have several wives in that respect, however, I have many more mothers in Christ.  We are to cherish one another as a mother cherishes and loves her child, and as a child their mothers.  I think that Jesus had a wider vision of what he was doing than the narrow relationship between John and Mary, I think we have an institution of a family and here the world once again is turned upside down and we find in this that the water of baptism is thicker than  blood.

Grace and Peace

David
