DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

	DATE
	EVENT
	VENUE
	TIME

	9 February
	Christmas Tree Festival meeting
	Church Foyer
	2.30 p.m.

	13 February
	Barn Dance arranged by Churches Together
	St John’s Church Hall
	7.30 – 11.00 p.m.

	2 March
	Property and Finance Committee
	Choir Vestry
	7.00 p.m.


REGULAR MEETINGS

	1st Sunday of month
	Pilgrim Group

Bible study
	Church
	9.30 am

	Mondays

Fortnightly
	House fellowship
	Own homes
	7.30pm

	Tuesdays 
	Coffee Pot

Coffee morning
	Church foyer
	10 am - 12 noon

	Tuesdays
	‘Peak Time’ shoppers service
	Church
	10.45 am – 11am

	1st Thursday of the month
	Thursday Group

Women’s fellowship
	Own homes
	8 pm

	3rd  Saturday
Monthly
	Churches Together

Settle Breakfast
	Friends Meeting House
	8.30 – 9.30 a.m.

	Sundays
	Junior Church
	Church
	10.30 am


St. John’s web site address is www.settle-methodists.org.uk
Settle circuit web site address is www.settlemethodistcircuit.org.uk.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

In the event of an incident such as a fire, stewards carrying yellow torches will advise you of which door or doors to leave the building by.

St. John’s Methodist Church

Minister:  Rev David Briggs

Sunday 31th January 2010 
We extend a warm welcome to everyone to our services and meetings throughout the week. Envelopes are provided in the pew for any visitor wishing to make their offering through Gift Aid.

A pew has been removed for easy access for wheelchair users and there is a loop system to help those with hearing aids.  Switch your hearing aid to ‘T’ to engage it.  The hard of hearing are helped by the microphone system.  Large print hymn books are available on request.  

There is a big red box of toys for very young children to play with during the service.  Young peoples worship is held in the choir vestry during part of the service.

Tea/coffee is served after the Sunday morning service and we hope you will join us.
SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Today
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion led by Mrs W Holt.
Tuesday 2nd  
 10.00 a.m.–12.00: Coffee Pot Tea/Coffee and home-made cakes and scones served in the foyer.
Sunday 7th
9.30 a.m.

Pilgrim service led by Rev David Briggs


10.30 a.m.

Morning service led by Rev Roger Fox.
NISCU COFFEE MORNING  -  Saturday 6th February at Bentham Town Hall, 10.00 – 11.30 a.m.  Cake stall, bric-a-brac, jigsaws, books.  60p entrance.  Please come and support your local schools’ worker.
HOLIDAY CLUB  -  The Children's Holiday Club will be running again at half term in  February Please can you save the cardboard tube-centres from Kitchen Towels and kitchen foil and cling film rolls. Please leave them in the choir vestry. Thank you.

HAITI APPEAL  -   There has been an excellent response to this appeal. The Coffee Pot held on 19th January raised £139 and last Sunday's retiring collection raised a further £152. The money(£291) has been sent to "MRDF (Haiti emergency)" as suggested in the Methodist Recorder.
OFFERING ENVELOPES

'The Offering envelopes are now ready for collection on the foyer table.  If your neighbour or friend is not present please take their envelopes to them. I have 12 sets spare, and make this appeal. Please consider making your regular offerings through the envelope scheme, it is confidential and a very useful way of regularising your gifts to St John's. If you are a UK tax payer, remember of course your contribution can be made 28% better at NO COST to yourself through gift aid. The envelope system is an ideal way of doing this, please see the Rev David if you would like a set of envelopes. Thank you.
ACTION FOR CHILDREN

 This Christmas the money raised for Action for Children is as follows with last year's figures in brackets:-

      
Soup - a - Carol                                           
£47.00      (£47.50)

     
Loose cash on Sunday before Christmas   
£20.00      (£132.50)

    
Christmas Day service                                 
£92.27      (£96.76)

 
Church Christmas card                                
£64.00      (£120 .00)


Donation                                                    
£10.00       (  -  )

 
Totals                                                        £
233.27     (£396.76)

 

While there seems no reason for the almost halving of the money collected via the church Christmas card the main reason for the drop in income is due to the cancellation of the evening service on the Sunday before Christmas. Thanks to all who have contributed in any way.

(I've just learnt that there is some more to come for the Christmas card!)

 

                                              BARN DANCE.
A Barn Dance, arranged by Churches Together, will be held in the Church Hall on 13th Feb. from 7.30 p.m.   Tickets available from Jane Mansergh’s Book shop off the Market Place and the “Corner Sweet Shop at the opposite corner of the Market Place .   Come along and bring your friends!
 

LOVE IS A MANY-SPLENDOURED THING
Sunday 14th February at 4.00 p.m.   Informal Cafe-Worship in the Church Hall with refreshments, drama, music and discussion.  Everyone welcome; please bring your friends and neighbours. 
A GRAND DAY IN SPACE
Wednesday 17th Feb.  10.00am - 3.00pm  Free Holiday Club for 4-11 year olds with film, drama and creative activities in the Church Hall.  Packed lunches required. 
ASH WEDNESDAY
17th Feb.  7.30 p.m.  A Circuit Service will be held at St. John's, led by members of St. John's Worship Group.
PROPERTY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
There is a meeting at 7.00 p.m.in the Choir Vestry on Tuesday 2nd March.

Dear Friends,

In a fortnight we will be celebrating St Valentine’s Day.  As well as the usual 10.30am morning service in the Church,  there will be a café style worship service at 4.00pm in the Church Hall.  This is an alternative style of worship service where we share tea together around small tables and share in conversation, songs, a little drama, and a topical question and answer session about the loving /unloving items of news from the Sunday papers.  This will be advertised as ‘Love is a many splendoured thing’.  I do hope you will support this service, I have invited the folks from Hellifield to come as they will have no service otherwise.  

I am going to ask you to take 2 little notice about the café service and put one in the letter box of your neighbour on each side of where you live, it is a form of outreach and the kingdom grows through invitation into a relationship with Jesus.  This is an opportune time perhaps to invite those lapsed members who for one reason or another have drifted away.  God’s love is for all and the invitation is to all, for his love springs eternal.

I was reminded of that fact this morning as I walked back to the manse past the church yard and I saw the first snowdrops whitening in the graveyard.  The first sign of the spring emerging from the sleep of winter.  It is always a heartening sign as they begin to emerge.  Last week I preached on the mission statement of Jesus in Nazareth, and the proclamation of the ‘year of the Lord’s favour’. (Is.61:2, Lk.4:19)  This is when God will restore things to how they were.  The relationship with him is restored through Jesus, this was the essential message of Jesus and the one that many people could not and cannot still accept. 

Many of us in this world can accept a God who is distant, who is outside of time and experience, who perhaps leans forward and touches the earth occasionally to keep it going, like a humming top, but not a God who is up front and personal to coin a modernism.  This week’s lectionary speaks of the people in Nazareth’s reaction, how Jesus scandalised them to such an extent that they wanted to throw him off a cliff.  What would provoke that reaction in you?  Instead of getting upset about  different aspects of being church, it might be good to remind ourselves of the words of St Paul, There is nothing that could separate  us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom.8:19b).

Grace and Peace

David
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2010

If you are interested in taking part in our first Christmas tree festival then come along to a meeting in the foyer on February 9th at 2.30pm.

HOME MISSIONS.

Mrs Pat Ellison, who has been Home Missions Secretary for some time, has recently stepped down from the job. We want to express our grateful thanks for all the hard work she has put in to the job. 

Mrs Barbara Spencer has taken on the role and reminds people that Home Missions boxes should be brought in for emptying during February.

