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                          CTISAD Disability and Needs Awareness Project  


This is DAN-04:--  Number 4 in the series of Awareness leaflets - "Bright ideas about helping others (with needs)"  As people in the churches of  Settle and District complete the questionnaire, or answer sections of it, I compile and print the suggestions. Reports DAN-01 to  DAN-03 are  available online at www.ctisad.org.uk, and in the CTISAD Telephone box beside the cenotaph, or from myself, Judith Allinson.  I do hope church magazine editors etc will be able to make use of quotes or sections from these leaflets. Thanks to all who have contributed so far.
Here is the latest collection of points, comments and answer given on the DAN Questionnaire. I hope they will provoke some thought – making us all a little more aware.

19. Somebody 

Wheelchairs: 
· People wheel you to a place and leave you – so you have people walking behind you and can’t see them. It is best to have someone stay with you, or put you with your back to the wall so people cannot walk behind.

· Some people don’t like being taken out in a wheelchair because they only see people’s feet.

20. Somebody 

Frail:-
· The importance of every shop having some chairs so that you can sit down.

21. Somebody 

Facilities in Settle:-
· The Age UK Newsletter is very valuable. 
· Age UK have a transport system to Airedale. You book your driver and it costs £7-00 I think.

· Ask advice at Age UK
· Age UK have a befriending system. 

· The Settle Community News is an enormous help. It keeps us in touch with other people.

· Very helpful service at the Coop – they will deliver for you free if you order more than £25 worth of goods – and you pay £3-00 if it is less than £25-00

· The Day Centre was an absolute lifesaver for Carers. So we need to pressurise the council to restore it.

22. Somebody 

How can the carer be helped? 


· Have people go and visit the person being cared for. The disabled person enjoys being visited. (So that makes it nice for the carer and takes a bit of the burden off the carer who is feeling the responsibility of looking after the person they are caring for)
· X used to visit someone every week. Y used to visit someone every week (This is a case where I wish I could make the names public).

· It is important for the church to get members to visit people.
23. Somebody with mobility/access problems
What could the church or individuals in the church do to help you?
· Come and visit. Keep me informed as to what is happening in the church.
How could other people in Settle and area help? 
· Escort me out to visit places and meetings

24. Someone 

What would you like to do in the church (that you don’t do already)?  
· Take a more active part – read the lesson, do prayers, welcome people into the church. People think that because you are in a wheelchair you can’t do anything.

25. Someone - ordinary church member 
Question

· It’s all very well saying “Make sure you tell a blind person your name and - talk clearly to a deaf person -  If you don’t know the person you are talking to then you probably don’t know they can’t see or that they are deaf. 
So what is the answer to this situation?
26.  Someone - ordinary church member/former carer
Being blocked in

· At the Crib Service at St John’s the leader said “As this is a different and informal service we will sing the carols sitting down. An attendee said “How nice.  When a relation of mine was very old and went to church he was not able to stand up. He felt very hemmed in when everyone around was standing up. So he stopped going to church.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Some of my thoughts
You don’t have to read these – I am more concerned that you read the points 19 – 26 which are other peoples comments. I hope you are enjoying reading these DAN emails. Do let me know if you have found anything especially useful. - Comments that maybe I can use to encourage other people. I have found reading people’s answers helpful..

For a start, see point 20 –“ having chairs in shops”. I have started volunteering a little at Growing with Grace and working in their shop at Clapham on some Fridays.  I noticed the chair in the shop, BUT it had a basket of oranges and other stuff stacked on it. Next week I shall try make there is an empty chair available for use.
In reply to the “not being asked to read the lesson” point 24  -  this is a request to the person in each church who chooses people to read the lesson  (and do other jobs).  Why not ask some different people than usual – there may be some different people who might like to read, but are too shy to put themselves forward (and even need to be asked twice)  – but would consider it quite a privilege to be encouraged to read, or to welcome people.

Yes, as lesson reader chooser, you may be shy about asking people who haven’t volunteered to do things – you may not want to be rejected. You may not want to be embarrassed or you might be scared of frightening people off from coming to church altogether. 
But is there anyone out there who can suggest a cure for shyness?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Points raised by DAN steering group as a result of questionnaire and discussions about disability awareness

· Making places accessible for people.
· Changing Attitudes

· Changing things – e.g. lighting
· Making people independent.

· Allowing people to participate in their own right 

· Learning things to look out for.
